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obvious claim to immortality. He had always known that
in order to reach the heights in piano playing one had to
devote one's life to it. There was little time left for other
things. Nevertheless, for a long time he did not abandon
the hope that one day he might be able to come back to
composing to make of it the essence of his work. While he
was Prime Minister a friend asked him whether he would
ever take up piano playing again, to which Paderewski
replied : " Never, but I shall start composing again;
I shall give myself up entirely to composition." But that was
not to be. The piano was forced upon him by fate and
circumstance, there remained no time for composition, and
he realized that it would be vain to cherish the hope of a
new creative spell as a composer. One evening at Riond
Bosson he said to a friend : " As a composer I am a corpse
now, just a corpse." His ambition as a composer was
never to be fully realized.
Paderewski hardly needed to worry about his immortality.
Even in politics his name was chiselled too deeply ever to
be forgotten. The new Polish State bore his name and his
spirit in its very foundations. On the other hand, it was the
work of many makers and it would immortalize his name
only together with the names of others.
It is doubtful whether thoughts of this kind ever entered
the mind of a man who was much too active to waste time
over metaphysical speculations. But Fate does not ask
whether we are conscious of her commands or not. A deep
instinct compels us to do things for which we find enough
excuses later, believing that nothing but accident dictated
our doings. If a famous man of nearly seventy, a man full
of occupations, worshipped by his friends, gifted with the
most varied of accomplishments, if such a man almost for
the first time in his life sets out to teach a group of young
men all the ideas and methods which he himself made
triumphant; if he gives himself up to this instruction with
all the devotion of mature age and all the vigorous enthu-
siasm of youth—then it seems legitimate to say that he is

